Opportunity School’s FAQ
(Preschool Frequently Asked Questions)
When does school start?
Tuesday after Labor Day
What supplies are needed?
•
•
•
•
•

Regular sized book bag
2 Pocket folder
Extra set of clothes in gallon sized ziploc (left in book bag)
Family picture for class family board
A donation request will come home each month asking for
snacks/juice/cups/coffee filters or napkins. Item needed will be highlighted

How much is tuition? When is tuition due?
Tuition varies between each program offered. Annual tuition is broken down into
monthly payments. Tuition is due the first of each month. Auto debit is available.
•
•
•

Tues/Thurs- $1,215/year or $135/month
Mon/Wed/Fri- $1,755/year or $195/month
Mon-Fri- $2,340/year or $260/month

What if I need assistance with tuition?
If tuition assistance is needed, families can apply for financial aid. Forms can be
printed off our website (ottawaopportunityschool.org) or picked up in the office. You will
be asked to provide a copy of your income tax return to be considered. Decisions are
made when the committee meets.
What is the 5-day blended class?
Our 5-day class is a blend of 3 & 4 year old’s. We have found this class to be
very successful. The teachers plan accordingly with open-ended learning opportunities
in a way that all children will be successful. Older children will feel empowered to
“teach” their younger classmates and the younger children are inspired to try new things
as they watch their older classmates.

What is your discipline policy?
We use positive redirection and role model appropriate behaviors. The
classroom environment is designed to keep children engaged and diminish behavioral
issues. If a child cannot be redirected, a time out will be used as a last resort or in the
matter of a child’s safety.
Do I need to call when my child will be absent from school?
Yes, please call the office to report the absence.
What is the Supply Fee?
An annual supply fee is a one-time fee paid by all Opportunity School
families. This helps offset our field trips, photo costs, and supplies for
classrooms. There are no financial aid funds for this fee.
What is your student/teacher ratio?
Depending on classroom size, our classes can have 11-14 students. Each class
has 2 teachers.
What qualifications do your teachers have?
All lead teachers meet the Illinois State requirements, and all staff participate in a
minimum of 15 hours of continuing education per year.
What field trips will you go on? Who can attend the trips?
We take a variety of field trips, and you (or another grown-up) are always
welcome to join us. We ask that siblings not come so that the trip is focused on
Opportunity School’s students. This is a special time for your child!
My child is advanced for their age. Will they be bored?
There are so many choices available in the classroom throughout the day, and
many of the learning opportunities planned are open-ended. Each child will be
encouraged to complete activities that are developmentally appropriate for
them. Learning opportunities are easily modified to meet the needs of each student.
Are parents welcome in the classroom?
Absolutely! Communicate with your child’s teacher if you would like to spend
time with your child in class. We have an “open door” policy.

Do children have to be toilet trained?
Children must be toilet trained before coming to school. We do understand that
children will have an occasional accident. Please keep an extra set of clothes in your
child’s bag. Children will be encouraged to change independently but help is available.
Can children wear pull-ups?
No, children need to be toilet trained before coming to school.
Are there parent/teacher conferences?
Conferences are scheduled twice a year (Nov & Apr). If you have any concerns
or questions about your child, you may contact your child’s teacher at any time
throughout the school year.
What curriculum is followed?
Research shows that children learn best through play. We follow the Creative
Curriculum, a curriculum that is aligned with the Illinois Early Learning Standards. It
offers a variety of hands-on learning opportunities that teaches math, science, language
development, gross motor, fine motor, and social emotional skills.

Other school information:
114 E. Jefferson St. Ottawa
815-433-2731
ottawaopportunityschool@yahoo.com
Ottawaopportunityschool.org
Facebook- Ottawa Opportunity School

